
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to schedule time with Pastor Jane, please call her  directly at 
802-430-3636 or email her at janechurchlady@gmail.com  

Prayer Circle: If you or someone you know is in need of prayer you may call     
anyone of the following: 

 Karen Festa   802-287-2405 

 Maryann Charron  802-468-3207 

 Karyn Jockell   802-278-8058 

 Lana Petty            802-353-0485 

Pastor Jane LoBrutto  janechurchlady@gmail.com  802-430-3636 
Church Administrator: Eileen Hurlburt eileen@fhucc.org  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF FAIR HAVEN 
~ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! ~ DECEMBER 28, 2025 ~ 

 ~ FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY “Happiness is not only a hope, but 
also in some strange manner a memory ... we are all kings in 
exile.” ― G.K. Chesterton  
 

 

First Congregational Church of Fair Haven, UCC 
3 North Park Place, Fair Haven, VT 05743 

802-265-8864  www.fhucc.org  church@fhucc.org 



 ~ DECEMBER 28,  2025  ~ FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS ~                                                                             

PRELUDE    Angels We Have Heard on High                                     Joanie Brown 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS              Pastor Jane 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES & RINGING OF THE BELL             Kate and Deb 
 

One:  What is our church’s mission?  
Many:  To embody God's powerful love… 

ā welcoming all people, with a vision and message of hope, 
ā weaving deep relationships with Jesus and each other, 
ā working, praising and playing in our towns and world. 

 

OPENING HYMN  (CH) # 143 Joy to the World  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP       

Leader:   Glory to God in the Highest! 
People:   And hope to every discouraged heart. 
Leader:   Glory to God in the Highest! 
People:   And peace to every conflicted soul.  
Leader:  Glory to God in the highest! 



  Thank you for coming to worship with us! 
 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS PRAYER LIST :  Pam Berryhill, Jeff Buxton, C.J.,  Connie 
Munukka, Carlene Kasuba, Dorothy Stack, Shawn and Becky; Jessica Smith,    
David Stack, Joe Verga, Rick Hall, Jeanne Cole,  Erik VanScoy, Vance,  Mary Ann 
Charron, Michelle Grenier, Chris, Joe and Matt, Peter  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Council Meeting Sunday, January 4, 2026  after worship  

 
Board Members, Committee Members and Officer Training, Sunday, January 
11, 2026  Lunch and Training will be after worship.  This is mandatory for all 
volunteers holding volunteer positions.  If you can’t attend, please speak to 
Pastor Jane.  
 
 
 
 

 

People:  And joy to every downcast spirit.  
Leader:  Glory to God in the highest! 
People:  And love to everyone. 
Leader:  Let us sing praises  as we worship our God this day.  

INVOCATION          Ron Stack 
PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
 

ALL:  Righteous One, you make all things new, and yet, we often cling to 
those things, actions, and attitudes that do not serve your purposes. We   
refuse to confront ourselves and examine our feelings and reasoning out of 
fear. We may be more concerned with being wrong and needing to change 
than being faithful to your way and confident of your grace. Meet us in our 
fears with the assurance that you go with us and welcome us when we turn 
back to the path you have laid.. Transform us, renew us, and redeem us for 
your glory and in your love. Amen.  

WORDS OF GRACE             Pastor Jane 

PRAISE & WORSHIP  Praise Book # 207 Emmanuel  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,                                                                                                  
His name is called Emmanuel 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
His name is called Emmanuel 

 

God is with us, He is with us, 
His name is called Emmanuel 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
His name is called Emmanuel 

 

We love Him so, we love Him so, 
His name is called Emmanuel 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
His name is called Emmanuel 

THE LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
 

THE FOOD SHELF welcomes your           
contributions or if you want to bring food 
instead, we need…non-perishable             
proteins like peanut butter and tuna fish, 
as well as cereal, canned fruit, canned 
vegetables, spaghetti sauce, macaroni,      
1-can meals, and toilet paper.  Thank you 
very much for your support.  Check out    
https://www.slatevalleycares.org 



GLORIA PATRI   
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,  and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen 
 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG—A MESSAGE OF GOD’S LOVE    
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Isaiah 63:9, Psalm 148:5-6,  Hebrews 2:17 Matthew 2:13–23 
                 Kate Hill 

SERMONIC HYMN (CH) # 162 What Child Is This  

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain 
This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
haste, haste to bring him laud 

the babe, the son of Mary. 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading: Refrain 

 So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
come, rich and poor, to own him, 
the King of kings salvation brings, 

let loving hearts enthrone him. Refrain 

SERMON  “God With Us:  Even When the World Hurts”               Pastor Jane 

OFFERING  

DOXOLOGY      
  Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow             
                         Praise Him, all creatures here below 
                         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 

                        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING   
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

CLOSING HYMN  (CH) # 86 Great Is Thy Faithfulness  

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 
 

BRINGING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST OUT INTO THE WORLD   
 

CHORAL BENEDICTION   This Little Light of Mine  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
 Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

BENEDICTION            Pastor Jane 
 

POSTLUDE   All Hail to Thee                                                              Joanie Brown  

Please join us for Coffee and Fellowship following the service 


