
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF FAIR HAVEN 
~ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! ~ 

~ November 9, 2025 ~ Proper 2 ~ 
 
  
   

“For he is not a God of the dead,  
but of the living: for all live unto Him.” Luke 20:38    

  

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  “You know, eternal life does not start when we go 
to heaven. It starts the moment you reach out to      Jesus. He never turns His 
back on anyone. And He is waiting for you.”  Corrie Ten Boom 

  
  

 

~ November 9, 2025 ~ PROPER  27 ~ 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798641?ref=eternal-life
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798641?ref=eternal-life
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798641?ref=eternal-life


PRELUDE  		 God, of Our Fathers	 	                            Joanie Brown 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS	 	 	 	          Pastor Jane 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES & RINGING OF THE BELL                              	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	        Michelle Grenier & John Fenwick          
	 	 	 	              	                                                                                                                            

One:  What is our church’s mission?  
Many:  To embody God's powerful love… 

· welcoming all people, with a vision and message of hope, 
· weaving deep relationships with Jesus and each other, 
· working, praising and playing in our towns and world. 
  

OPENING HYMN  (CH) #  278  Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather  
1. Here, O Lord, your servants gather, 

hand we link with hand; 
looking toward our Savior's cross, 

joined in love we stand. 
As we seek the realm of God, 

we unite to pray: 
Jesus, Savior, guide our steps, 

for you are the Way. 
  

2. Many are the tongues we speak, 
scattered are the lands; 

yet our hearts are one in God, 
one in love's demands. 

While in darkness hope appears, 
calling age and youth: 

Jesus, teacher, dwell with us, 
for you are the Truth. 

  

3. Nature's secrets open wide, 
changes never cease; 

where, O where, can weary souls 
find the source of peace? 

Unto all those sore distressed, 
torn by endless strife: 

Jesus, healer, bring your balm, 
for you are the Life. 

  
  

4. Grant, O God, an age renewed, 
filled with deathless love; 



help us as we work and pray; 
send us from above 

truth and courage, faith and power 
needed in our strife: 

Jesus, Savior, be our Way; 
be our Truth, our Life. 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Leader:   Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
People:   We will break forth into joyous song, and sing praises.  
Leader:   Sing praises to the Lord; 
People:   Make a joyful noise with trumpet and the sound of the horn. 
Leader:   Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it.  
People:  The floods clap their hands and the hills sing out together: 	  
Leader:  Come, let us join in the joyful song of creation as we worship our God.  
  
INVOCATION 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                  Debbie Pratt 

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
ALL:  God of the Heavenly Winds and Earthy Air, So often, we concern   ourselves about 
the afterlife. We wonder who will be there, what we need  to believe, and more. Yet, on 
this side of heaven, in your earthly Realm, there are many still hurting from the pains 
accumulated in this life. From illnesses to poverty, and from the lack of kindness to the 
overwhelming  injustices, we overlook the needs of our siblings. Open our hearts to the 
gaps happening in our world. Allow us to be more compassionate and less judgmental 
about our neighbors who need additional help. Help us to set aside our worries about the 
afterlife as we know you will care for us there and then. Amen. 

WORDS OF GRACE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Jane 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	              	 	 	 	       

PRAISE & WORSHIP    Praise Hymnal  # 59 Praise Song 
Son of God, this is our praise song. 

Jesus my Lord, I Sing to you. 
Come now, Spirit of God,  

Breathe life into these words of love,  
Angels join from above  

As we sing our praise song.    
We praise you, We praise you, 

We praise you, We worship you. 
  



Son of God, this is our love song. 
Jesus my Lord, I Sing to you. 

Come now, Spirit of God,  
Breathe life into these words of love,  

Angels join from above  
As we sing our love song.    
We love you, We love you, 

We love you, We worship you.  
  

HONORING OUR VETERANS  	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Jane 
  

MUSIC VIDEO 	 God Bless America   Kate Smith  
  

THE LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
  

GLORIA PATRI    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,  and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

  

TIME WITH THE YOUNG—A MESSAGE OF GOD’S LOVE    

SCRIPTURE LESSON    Psalm 98, Luke 20:27-38	 	   Chris Sheldon  

SERMONIC HYMN (CH) #  280  verses 1, 2 & 3 God Is Here! 

God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 

Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace; 

here are table, fount, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 



Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 

here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 

Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living 

to believe and to adore. 

SERMON	   I Believe                                                                    Pastor Jane  

OFFERING  
  

DOXOLOGY     Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow             
                         Praise Him, all creatures here below 
                         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 
                        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
  
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING 	 	  
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 	  
CLOSING HYMN  (CH) # 722 This Is My Song 

This is my song, O God of all the nations 
A song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine.    

But other hearts in other lands are beating  
  

My country’s skies are  

Angels join from above  
As we sing our praise song.    

We praise you, We praise you, 
We praise you, We worship you. 

  

Son of God, this is our love song. 
Jesus my Lord, I Sing to you. 

Come now, Spirit of God,  
Breathe life into these words of love,  

Angels join from above  



As we sing our love song.    
We love you, We love you, 

We love you, We worship you.  
  

HONORING OUR VETERANS  	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Jane 
  

MUSIC VIDEO 	 God Bless America   Kate Smith  
  

THE LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.   
  

GLORIA PATRI    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,  and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

  

TIME WITH THE YOUNG—A MESSAGE OF GOD’S LOVE    

SCRIPTURE LESSON    Psalm 98, Luke 20:27-38	 	   Chris Sheldon  

Psalm 98  The victory of our God 
O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right 
hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. 

The LORD has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the 
sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 
and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, 
the LORD. 

Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it. 



Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 

at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will 
judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

Luke 20:27-38 Jesus speaks of the resurrection 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him and 

asked him a question: "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother 

dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise 

up children for his brother. 

Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 

then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven 

died childless. Finally, the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, 

whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 

marriage, but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in 

the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 

Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are 

children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead 

are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he 

speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of them 

are alive." 

SERMONIC HYMN (CH) #  280  verses 1, 2 & 3 God Is Here! 



God is here! As we your people 
meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 
all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit 
into open minds and hearts. 

Here are symbols to remind us 
of our lifelong need of grace; 

here are table, fount, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, 
here in silence, as in speech, 

here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 

Here our children find a welcome 
in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 
seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living 

to believe and to adore. 

SERMON	   I Believe                                                                    Pastor Jane  

OFFERING  
  

DOXOLOGY     Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow             
                         Praise Him, all creatures here below 
                         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 
                        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
  
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING 	 	  
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 	  
CLOSING HYMN  (CH) # 722 This Is My Song 

This is my song, O God of all the nations 
A song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine.    

But other hearts in other lands are beating  
  



and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 
Both other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 
  

O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 
A song of peace for their land and for mine.  

  
This is my prayer, O Ruler of all nations, 

Let thy reign come on earth thy will be done.  
In peace may all earth’s people draw together,  

and hearts united learn to live as one 
O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations,  

myself I give thee; let thy will be done.  
  

BRINGING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST OUT INTO THE WORLD   
  

CHORAL BENEDICTION   This Little Light of Mine  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
 Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
BENEDICTION  	 	 	 	 	 	 	                  Pastor Jane 
  

POSTLUDE      I Believe		 	 	 	 	 	      Joanie Brown  
  

Please join us for Coffee and Fellowship following the service  

Thank you for coming to worship with us!
 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS PRAYER LIST :  Pam Berryhill, Jeff Buxton, C.J., 
Connie Manukka, Carlene Kasuba, Phil Stack, Shawn and Becky; Jessica 
Smith, David Stack, Joe Verga, Rick Hall, Jeanne Cole,  Erik VanScoy. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
W A R N I N G 

First Congregational Church Fair Haven, VT, UCC 



The members of the First Congregational Church of Fair Haven, Vermont 
UCC are hereby warned to meet at the church on Sunday, November 9, 
2025 at 11:00 a.m. immediately following the worship service to transact the 
following business: 

To approve the Agenda 
To approve annual reports from Deacons, Trustees, Stewardship, and 

Pastor and other reports brought before the congregation. 
To elect Officers and Board members 
To adopt the prepared church budget for the Fiscal year 2025-26 
To add Stewardship as a voting member of Church Council 
To transact other new business 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Judy Sheldon, Moderator 
The meeting will be available on Zoom for those who are unable to attend in 
person. Absentee ballots will be available by November 3, 2025. Contact Mary 
Brown, Clerk, or Judy Sheldon, Moderator, if you need an absentee ballot and 
did not receive one by email. 
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warned to meet at the church on Sunday, November 9, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. immediately 
following the worship service to transact the following business: 

To approve the Agenda 
To approve annual reports from Deacons, Trustees, Stewardship, and Pastor and other 

reports brought before the congregation. 
To elect Officers and Board members 
To adopt the prepared church budget for the Fiscal year 2025-26 
To add Stewardship as a voting member of Church Council 
To transact other new business 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Judy Sheldon, Moderator 
The meeting will be available on Zoom for those who are unable to attend in person.          Absentee 
ballots will be available by November 3, 2025. Contact Mary Brown, Clerk, or Judy Sheldon, Moderator, 
if you need an absentee ballot and did not receive one by email. 

	 	   

CHANGE OF TIME:  Chosen watch gathering will be on  Friday, November 14th beginning at 



3:00 PM.   Remember it’s a potluck dinner.  Bring something to share.  
  

CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION On Sunday, November 16th after worship we will continue 
the discussion on the Rainbow door before holding a congregational meeting to vote on the 
issue.    
  

FALL HEALING SERVICE will be during our worship service on Sunday,             November 
16th   
  
  

WE ARE OPENING THE CHURCH FOR FELLOWSHIP AND FREE LUNCH. 
11 AM—2 PM   on Wednesday, November 19th Want to play a board game, do a jigsaw 
puzzle, sew something new, knit, crochet, play a game of card and of course, enjoy a FREE 
LUNCH.  Come anytime from ALL WELCOME! 
  
  

ALL CHURCH MEMORIAL SERVICE On Sunday, November 23rd  we will hold our all-church 
memorial. It will be a time to remember all those who have gone to rest with our Lord. Please 
send in the names of your loved ones for our list to    Pastor Jane  janechurchlady@gmail.com   
  

	 	   

  

\ 

Live Nativity 
  

Saturday 
December 20  

at 6:00 PM 
Let’s all go!!!  

 

mailto:janechurchlady@gmail.com


  

Thank you for coming to worship with us! 

First Congregational Church of Fair Haven, UCC 
2 North Park Place, Fair Haven, VT 05743 

802-265-  8864  www.fhucc.org  church@fhucc.org
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