FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF FAIR HAVEN

Southwest Association
within the Vermont Conference @) ~ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! ~
United Church of Christ yﬂ - ~ October 26, 2025 ~ Proper 25 ~

FALL MEETING WARNING

All ministers with standing in the Southwest Association and four delegates
from each member church, and all other interested persons, are hereby
warned and invited to be present at:

FEDERATED CHURCH OF CASTLETON
Sunday — November 9, 2025

Registration begins at 2:00 PM
Business Meeting at 2:30 p.m.

Agenda:

e Worship.

e Presentation by Paul Sangree on “How is God Calling You?
e By-law vote

e Budget presentation and vote

e OCWM presentation

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY Let us touch the dying, the poor, the lonely
and the unwanted according to the graces we have received and let us not

First Congregational Church of Fair Haven, UCC - be ashamed or slow to do the humble work. Mother Teresa

3 North Park Place, Fair Haven, VT 05743
802-265-8864 www.fhucc.org
church@fhucc.org
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PRELUDE | Surrender All

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES & RINGING OF THE BELL
John and Lisa Fenwick

Joanie Brown

Pastor Jane

One: What is our church’s mission?
Many: To embody God's powerful love...

- welcoming all people, with a vision and message of hope,
- weaving deep relationships with Jesus and each other,
- working, praising and playing in our towns and world.

OPENING HYMN (CH) # 284 verses 1, 2, &4 Gather Us In

Here in this place new light is streaming

Now is the darkness vanished away
See in this space our fears and our dreamings
Brought here to you in the light of this day

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken
Gather us in, the blind and the lame
Call to us now and we shall awaken

We shall arise at the sound of our name

We are the young, our lives are a mystery
We are the old who yearn for your face
We have been sung throughout all of history
Called to be light to the whole human race
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty
Gather us in, the proud and the strong
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly
Give us the courage to enter the song

Not in the dark of buildings confining
Not in some heaven light years away
But here in this place the new light is shining
Now is the kingdom, now is the day
Gather us in and hold us forever
Gather us in and make us your own
Gather us in, all peoples together
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones

WE ARE OPENING THE CHURCH FOR FELLOWSHIP AND FREE LUNCH.

11 AM—2 PM on Wednesday, November 12th Want to play a board game, do
a jigsaw puzzle, sew something new, knit, crochet, play a game of card and of
course, enjoy a FREE LUNCH. Come anytime from ALL WELCOME!

HALLOWEEN IS COMING! We NEED CANDY, AND WE NEED LOTS OF IT!
Please bring a bag or two on Halloween, we’ll be in the church or outside all
afternoon All are welcome to come and welcome the children on Friday, October
31, 2025 after school, until the crowds are gone. Wear a costume and join the fun.

CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION On Sunday, November 16th after worship we
will continue the discussion on the Rainbow door before holding a congregational
meeting to vote on the issue.

oStor all those whe

cxall themselves
will be humbled
and those who
humble themselves
will be cxalled”
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DOORS OPEN AT 10AM
BASKETS | DOOR PRIZE | FOOD | FUN

CASTLETON REC. CENTER
47 MECHANIC ST
CASTLETON VT

LUKE 18:14, GNT




IMMEDIATE NEEDS PRAYER LIST : Pam Berryhill, Jeff Buxton, C.J., Connie
Manukka, Carlene Kasuba, Phil Stack, Shawn and Becky; Jessica Smith, David
Stack, Joe Verga, Rick Hall, Jeanne Cole.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WARNING
First Congregational Church Fair Haven, VT, UCC

The members of the First Congregational Church of Fair Haven, Vermont UCC
are hereby warned to meet at the church on Sunday, November 9, 2025 at 11:00
a.m. immediately following the worship service to transact the following business:

To approve the Agenda

To approve annual reports from Deacons, Trustees, Stewardship, and Pastor
and other reports brought before the congregation.

To elect Officers and Board members
To adopt the prepared church budget for the Fiscal year 2025-26
To add Stewardship as a voting member of Church Council
To transact other new business
Judy Sheldon, Moderator

The meeting will be available on Zoom for those who are unable to attend in per-
son. Absentee ballots will be available by November 3, 2025. Contact Mary
Brown, Clerk, or Judy Sheldon, Moderator, if you need an absentee ballot and did
not receive one by email.

DEACONS MEETING will be held on Sunday, November 2nd after worship.

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS Are you interested in becoming as member?
Please speak to Pastor Jane.

SERVING THE CHURCH We will be looking for new and continuing board,
committee and assorted officers of the church as we approach Annual Meeting.
Have you prayed about serving along with others in our congregation? Do you
have questions? Do you have time to be involved in helping make decisions for
the church? Do you have a skill to share? Please talk to Pastor Jane if you hear
the Lord calling you to serve.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: All who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted.

People:  We humble ourselves before our God, ready to hear and
receive God'’s truth.

Leader:  As we listen to the words from the Scriptures, let us be humble
as we worship our God.

INVOCATION Mary Ann Charron

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

ALL: God of the Mountains and Canyons, The range of emotions that
wash through us are often triggers for the ways we hold ourselves. At
times, we seek humility, but often find ourselves believing we do not
deserve your love. Other times, as we search for confidence, we
believe we are your favorites and find ourselves in moments of
comparison, contrast, and judgment. Are we better than our
neighbors? How can we relate to siblings in Christ when their lives
are noft like ours and they stand out when visiting our spaces? We
are misguided as we give thanks that our lives are not as chaotic

and unkempt as theirs. Yet you ask us to seek humility and know

that each of your children are loved equally. Help us to extend mercy
to our neighbors, and fill their minds with words of encouragement.
May each of us know our value in your Realm and experience your
love in its fullness. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE
PRAISE & WORSHIP

Pastor Jane

Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord (humble thyself in the sight of the Lord)
Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord (humble thyself in the sight of the Lord)
And He shall lift you up (and He shall lift you up)

Higher and higher and He shall lift you up (and He shall lift you up)

Repeat



THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:
for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

TIME WITH THE YOUNG—A MESSAGE OF GOD’S LOVE
SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 65, Luke 8:9-14 Ann Ellis

SERMONIC HYMN (CH) # 560 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

[Refrain] Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus),
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus),
leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]

What have | to dread, what have | to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?

| have blessed peace with my Lord so neatr,

leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]

SERMON Humble Sinners

OFFERING

Pastor Jane

DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow Donate
Praise Him, all creatures here below Here
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
CLOSING HYMN (CH) # 589 Lord, | Want to Be a Christian

Lord, | want to be a Christian in-a my heart, in-a my heart;
Lord, | want to be a Christian in-a my heart.

In-a my heart, (in-a my heart,) in my heart, (in-a my heart,)

Lord, | want to be a Christian in-a my heart, (in-a my heart).

Lord, | want to be more loving in-a my heart, in-a my heart;
Lord, | want to be more loving in-a my heart.

In-a my heart, (in-a my heart,) in my heart, (in-a my heart,)
Lord, | want to be more loving in-a my heart, (in-a my heart).
Lord, | want to be like Jesus in-a my heart, in-a my heart;
Lord, | want to be like Jesus in-a my heatrt.

In-a my heart, (in-a my heart,) in my heart, (in-a my heart,)
Lord, | want to be like Jesus in-a my heatrt, (in-a my heart).

BRINGING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST OUT INTO THE WORLD

CHORAL BENEDICTION This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine
This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
Everywhere | go, I’'m gonna let it shine
Everywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine
Everywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Peace Be Yours Joanie Brown
Please join us for Coffee and Fellowship following the service

Thank you for coming to worship with us!

Pastor Jane



